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AI Overview 

 

Walter C. Kaiser Jr.'s view on the Laws of Deuteronomy emphasizes its enduring moral 

principles, particularly its humanitarian focus on protecting the poor (like gleaning laws in Deut. 

23:24-25) while maintaining personal responsibility, and highlights Deuteronomy's role as a vital 

ethical foundation, differentiating it from temporary ceremonial laws but seeing it as central to 

Old Testament ethics that inform New Testament believers, even if some ceremonial aspects 

pointed to Christ's fulfillment. He stresses the unity of Scripture, sees Old Testament ethics as 

high-peak, and uses Deuteronomy to show God's gracious law provides a framework for all 

people, not just ancient Israel.  

Key Aspects of Kaiser's View on Deuteronomic Law: 

• Humanitarian Focus: Deuteronomy's laws offer significant social welfare, like the 

gleaning laws, which provided for the needy but still required personal effort, preventing 

abuse. 

• Enduring Ethics: While ceremonial laws (like sacrifices) were temporary, the ethical core 

of Deuteronomy, reflecting God's character, remains eternally relevant, providing moral 

instruction for today. 

• Unity of Scripture: Kaiser rejects dissecting the Bible into contradictory parts, viewing 

Deuteronomy as a foundational text where high ethical points are found, as noted in this 

analysis of "New Approaches to Old Testament Ethics". 

• Contextual Application: He differentiates between ceremonial and moral law, applying 

the permanent moral law (like the Decalogue) while understanding how Christ fulfills 

specific ritualistic elements, as discussed in this article from the Evangelical Theological 

Society. 

https://wisdoms-house.com/G&T/V&V/Intro_to_the_Double_Sided_Morals.pdf
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• Not for Governmental Welfare: He argues against using Deuteronomic welfare laws (like 

gleaning) to justify modern state-run welfare, emphasizing personal dignity and 

responsibility, as detailed in this post from the Institute for Faith, Work & Economics.  

In essence, Kaiser sees Deuteronomy as a rich source of permanent ethical guidance, 

demonstrating God's compassionate laws that, when properly interpreted, provide a robust 

framework for Christian living today, even beyond ancient Israel's specific context. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walter C. Kaiser Jr., a prominent Old Testament scholar, views the laws 

in Deuteronomy as structured illustrations of the Decalogue (Ten Commandments), following 

their order from chapters 5 to 26, and emphasizes their enduring ethical relevance for 

Christians, particularly concerning social justice, work, and holiness, while distinguishing them 

from mere cultural application. He argues these laws aren't just for ancient Israel but reveal 

universal principles of God's character, providing a framework for holy living, work ethic, and 

compassion, like the gleaning laws showing dignity in helping the poor.  

Key Concepts of Kaiser's View on Deuteronomic Law: 

https://tifwe.org/what-ancient-rome-and-mosaic-law-teach-us-about-work-and-welfare/
https://www.google.com/search?q=Walter+C.+Kaiser+Jr.&rlz=1C1VDKB_enUS1150US1150&oq=Law&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCAgCEEUYJxg7MgYIABBFGEEyBggBEEUYOTIICAIQRRgnGDsyDggDEEUYJxg7GIAEGIoFMgYIBBBFGDwyBggFEEUYPDIGCAYQRRg8MgYIBxBFGEHSAQkxMjY0OGowajeoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfAXz87VPMLLrYh-g80CXCSg_39FIH41T8DscbABsKRqKPJnZHOBqVGAz-RhWX5leJ6o5zAF9VOTom2IQQCejcgmh_-W5T0ffvhwnkjqqj7V_-H7AYyE8aAhO4kz0MtELGMGms-fK7bQ1ZHty0CvgsVzz8UK9c5WTulOH9O--pNIOEI&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjQ8a-m68mRAxVQN0QIHb3zA80QgK4QegQIARAD
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• Illustrations of the Decalogue: Kaiser sees Deuteronomy's specific laws (ch. 5-26) as 

expanding on the Ten Commandments, often in the same sequence, providing practical 

application for Israel. 

• Universal Ethical Principles: The specifics aren't always binding, but they reveal 

underlying divine principles about justice, work, and holiness that remain relevant for 

believers today, as seen in the gleaning laws (Deut. 23:24-25). 

• Holiness as a Way of Life: Deuteronomic ethics center on being a holy people, 

influencing family, society, work, and personal conduct, all flowing from God's character 

and grace. 

• Indivisible Unity of Law: While acknowledging different types of laws, Kaiser stresses 

the overall unity of God's law, where specific commands illustrate broader moral truths, 

rather than being easily discarded. 

• Old Testament's Enduring Profitability: He strongly advocates for the relevance of Old 

Testament ethics (including Deuteronomy) for Christian teaching, countering views that 

jettison these laws as outdated or contradictory to the New Testament.  

Example: The Gleaning Laws (Deut. 23:24-25) 

• Kaiser's Interpretation: These laws (allowing the poor to glean) aren't just welfare but 

teach dignity in labor, God's provision, and the recipient's responsibility to work 

honestly, not abuse the system. 

• Underlying Principle: They illustrate universal principles of justice, compassion, and the 

ethical treatment of the poor, revealing God's heart for the needy, says the Institute for 

Faith, Work & Economics.  

In essence, Kaiser argues that the laws of Deuteronomy offer timeless ethical guidance by 

illustrating God's unchanging character, forming a vital part of the Christian's understanding of a 

holy life.  

 

The Biblical Perspective (from says the Institute for Faith, Work & Economics) 

“…Some want to make a biblical case for governmental largess like that of ancient Rome by 

appealing to the gleaning law of Deuteronomy 23:24-25. This law permitted a needy or poor 

person to glean the edges or corners of a neighbor’s field when in need. This privilege, however, 

was not to be abused. The poor were not to come into a neighbor’s field with a basket or a 

sickle, as this would have indicated that they were going to take more than what they needed to 

satisfy their immediate needs. 

https://tifwe.org/what-ancient-rome-and-mosaic-law-teach-us-about-work-and-welfare/
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These biblical provisions are clear signs of concern and care for the poor and the needy, but 

modern solutions diverge sharply in how they address the same problems. First, Mosaic Law did 

provide a “safety net” to catch any of the poor and needy facing hard times, but government 

was very limited in this role. The emphasis was more on the local level and on the need for 

individuals to respond. 

Second, the scriptures never advocate a wholesale redistribution of all income in an attempt to 

restructure society. The gift of help and aid came in a direct line, from the one who farmed the 

land with privileges given for gleaning, all the way down to the indigent, needy person. There 

was nothing impersonal about it, as occurs so frequently in our modern system of taxation and 

government help. 

A third difference could be seen in the fact that these gifts of grain or fruit did not remove 

the incentives of the poor to work. Nor did they belittle the dignity of the person receiving help. 

The person in need was expected to expend his or her own efforts at collecting grain by 

gathering up what was left in the field. 

This leads to a possible fourth difference: generosity was commanded by God, but those who 

received aid needed to willingly respond. The provider of grains and fruit was morally obligated 

to give. Yet the recipient was similarly obligated to bury his or her pride and to work honestly 

for what was received. One need only look to the book of Ruth for an illustration of this 

principle. 

For these reasons, one cannot make the argument for governmental largess using the gleaning 

laws found in Deuteronomy…” 

 

 

https://tifwe.org/does-jubilee-require-the-redistribution-of-wealth-or-land/
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